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In a small number of cases, instructors will need to provide remote instruction for students with 
approved medical accommodations through Disability Resources. Instructors will receive direct 
notification from Disability Resources for those students needing this accommodation. 

Masking Requirements for Instructors and Students 

The University issued new rules regarding masking on campus in this message from the President’s 
Office. The new policy is that, effective March 4, “masking will be strongly encouraged, but no longer 

a s k

/coronavirus-update/important-update-on-masking/
/coronavirus-update/face-masks/
/coronavirus-update/university-covid-19-tier-system-to-determine-face-mask-guidance/
/college/disability/
/disability/employees.html


     

    
    

 
          

 
     

 
            

   
       

     
  

 
    

      
     

    
 
 
  

programs should also facilitate quick access to other course resources (Blackboard, assignments, grades, 
textbooks, teaching assistants, etc.) for use by these instructors. 

Departments and programs do not need to submit these plans to the Dean’s Office. 

Accessibility and Closed Captioning of Lectures and Other Course-Related Activities 

As a best practice, AS&E encourages all instructors to caption course materials, including recorded 
lectures, when possible. Captioning resources and best practices for developing inclusive courses can be 
found on the Office of Disability Resources' webpage on digital accessibility. Computer-generated 
captioning is available for videos uploaded through Panopto but should be manually added and edited 
for accuracy. 

Instructors of students with disabilities who require captioned media as an accommodation will be 
notified via a student accommodation letter sent from the Office of Disability Resources. For instructors 
of students who require this accommodation, support for captioning and transcription will be available 
through the Office of Disability Resources. 

http://www.rochester.edu/college/disability/faculty/digital-accessibility.html
https://support.panopto.com/s/article/ASR-Generated-Captions
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Please note that COVID-related illness will not generally be considered an official disability requiring 
accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). This will typically be the case even if 
the student has an existing approved disability accommodation through Disability Resources. As a result, 
students should be referred to CCAS or the Graduate Education and Postdoctoral Affairs office. These 
offices will be able to assist students and refer students to the Office of Disability Resources in those 

/coronavirus-update/health-and-safety/travel/
http://www.rochester.edu/college/cce/assets/pdf/cel/guidelines-for-community-engaged-learning.pdf
mailto:alan.czaplicki@rochester.edu
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Generally Required and Recommended Syllabus Elements 

Instructors are encouraged to review the syllabi requirement page for information about required and 
recommended syllabus elements. 

Suggested Syllabus Additions for Fall 2022 

Communication with Students: 

Instructors should specify how students can communicate with them, along with safe-interaction 
protocols. Specific information to include: 

• Online only or online/in-person office hours (best practices from The Teaching Center can be 
found here) 

• Office hour locations for in-person and online meetings 
• For in-person meetings, provide safe-interaction instructions (e.g., wear masks, use good 

judgement in physical distancing especially in crowded spaces, use sanitizer before entering) 
• For virtual meetings, include technology platform (e.g., Zoom), access information (e.g., meeting 

ID), instructions for requesting a meeting, and instructions for accessing meeting room (e.g., you 
will first enter a waiting room, and then I will let you in). 

Recording of office hours by instructors is not encouraged due to student privacy concerns. Students 
may record one-on-one office hour sessions with the instructor for their own personal use. Instructors 
may provide written summaries of common questions asked during office hours when useful for other 
students. 

Attendance policies: 

Instructors may institute policies requiring attendance of students who are not experiencing illness or 
COVID-related restrictions on attendance. 

/college/faculty/resources/syllabi-requirements.html
/college/cetl/faculty/online/office-hours.html
mailto:alan.czaplicki@rochester.edu
/college/disability/faculty/accommodations-defined.html
/college/disability/faculty/online-teaching.html
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Fall 2022 Grades (Major, Minor, Cluster) 

For undergraduates, the College will revert to pre-COVID grading policies in Fall 2022. The general policy 
can be found at this site. Grading policies for graduate students can be found at this site. 

Satisfactory/Fail Policy for College Undergraduates 

Per existing policy, courses counting towards majors, minors, clusters, and the primary writing 
requirement must be taken for a letter grade. If the student initially completed the course S/F, this 
grade will need to be uncovered before graduation per College rules. More information on the policy 
can be found on the satisfactory/fail (S/F) option page. 

Modified Satisfactory/Fail Policy from Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 

Policy information can be found at this site. 

Incompletes from the Modified Satisfactory/Fail Policy in Spring 2020 

The modified S/F policy from Spring 2020 will apply to all courses being completed as a result of a "N" 
grade or incomplete ("I") contract. The Registrar's Office will use the option selected by the students in 
Spring 2020 when entering grades. Students will not be able to change this selection. Instructors may 
request information on the student's grading basis from the Registrar's Office or simply provide a letter 
grade (which will be converted if the student chose S/F). Information on the modified policy can be 
found at this site. 

13 Last Revised: 08.23.2022 agc 

http://www.rochester.edu/college/CCAS/handbook/grading-system.html
/college/gradstudies/graduate-handbook/academic/grading.html
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http://www.rochester.edu/college/CCAS/handbook/covid-19-faq.html
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