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College Curriculum Committee 

Academic Year 2018-2019 
 
 The notes below summarize the activities of the College Curriculum Committee for the 
academic year 2018-2019.  These include the approval of new majors, minors, clusters, and 
certificates; discussion of changes to 
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a list of best practices for grading and feedback; and (3) the creation of a website 
containing key policy language. Due to time constraints, the committee chose to focus 
on drafting a recommended checklist of items to include in syllabi. These items 
included: 
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materials in Blackboard. Instructors could also post old exams to help students better 
evaluate the content and level of difficulty. 

Depending on the week in which work or assessments are administered during 
the semester, a full 4-week drop period might be necessary so students can truly gauge 
whether they are enrolled in the appropriate course. Limiting the drop/delete could be 
problematic if students choose to remain in courses that are not a good fit in order to 
avoid withdrawing. Alternately, a longer drop/delete period allows for more variance in 
assignments or exams across course sections. For courses with waitlists, a longer 
drop/delete period can also be problematic. By the time a student drops the course, it is 
too late for another student to add it, as too much material will have already been 
covered. Shortening the drop/delete period would help avoid this issue and ensure that 
the limited space in a course will not go unutilized. 

When students drop/delete a course, it will not appear on their transcripts. 
Alternately, students have up to the eleventh week to withdraw from a course. The 
committee discussed the negative perception of withdrawals. A primary concern is the 
“W” appearing on transcripts. In an effort to avoid the stigma of the “W,” students may 
opt to take a course S/F (Pass/Fail). However, data from the past three years shows 
approximately 25% of students who applied to law and medical school
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Curriculum Committee Members 2018-2019 
 
Chair, John Jaenike  Biology 
Loisa Bennetto  Clinical and Social Sciences in Psychology 
Alan Czaplicki   College Deans’ Office 
Ian Krager   Student Association Academic Affairs Committee (spring) 
Alison Frontier   Chemistry 
Marcy Kraus   College Deans’ Office 
Michael Jarvis   History 
Steven McAleavey  Biomedical Engineering 
Alison Peterman  Philosophy 
Jeffrey Runner   College Deans’ Office 
Allen Topolski


