At the University of Rochester, we value our community of learners and encourage collaboration. At the
same time, we expect students to maintain individual ownership over and responsibility for their work.
These two principles can at times seem to conflict, making it difficult to know when working with others
becomes an issue of academic dishonesty. In addition, the boundary between appropriate and



To summarize, the writer should maintain ownership throughout the revision process and be accountable
for his or her writing choices throughout the paper. If ever in doubt, please consult with your course
instructor.

The following table suggests productive interactions between writers and readers.

The Writer’s Role The Reader’s Role

The writer can ask the reader to point out effective and/or [Underline particularly effective phrases and
problematic phrases and sentences. The writer can sentences. Circle problematic phrases and
follow-up by asking the reader why he or she found sentences.

something effective or problematic. Ultimately, the writer
(not the reader) decides how to revise the phrases and
sentences.

Ask the reader to review your paper and offer feedback
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