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Dr. Malkawi will help me identify various school districts to help diversify the polling. Specifically, JUST will support my 
research by providing the necessary academic support such as the design of the study, and with contacts with local 
authorities, high schools and if warranted other research centers such as the Center for Strategic Studies at the Jordan 



news. In my spare time (summer break), I spent my money on books and travel, visiting Japan, Spain, Australia, England, 
and New Zealand. I readily admit my life is sheltered, yet I have encountered many obstacles in my young life. 

            My multicultural experiences as a child and teen gave me inner strength to overcome the hurdles. From blatant racism 
in high school from teachers and students because of my name, to people discounting my ability to speak English, I have 
learned that respect is earned and patience and understanding are a necessity. Before visiting my parents' home country, I was 
an angry child. Students who would make fun of my name or call me ‘camel-rider' were often hit. My anger led to numerous 
black eyes. Until I visited real suffering, I could not imagine a worse existence. Yet my world was radically altered when I 
could no longer look at myself in the mirror and see someone to pity. That day anger was replaced with a promise to do better 
for myself and others. 

    


