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abroad has broadened my horizons and challenged concepts that I had previously held to be immutable. This is particularly 
true with respect to national and cultural identity. I have long been interested in identity issues since I am a Hispanic who 
does not speak Spanish. Yet, until I studied abroad, I felt relatively secure in my position on the issue. When I met my friend 
Angelina in Cologne, who is ethnically German but grew up in Kazakhstan and speaks Russian as her native language, the 
issue of cultural identity was suddenly less clear to me. I began to ask myself what exactly does determine cultural and 
national identity. 

            


